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It muft appear in other ways than words. 

Therefore I fcant this breathing courtefy. Shak.Merch. ofVen . 
Who have feen his eftate, his hofpitality, his courtefy to 
ftrar >gers. Peacham . 

He, who was compounded of all the elements of affability 
and courtefy towards all kind of people, brought himfelf 
to a habit of negled, and even of rudenefs, towards the 

c J ueen ' Clarendon. 

So gentle of condition was he known, 

T hat through the court his courtefy was blown. Dryd . Fab. 

2. An ad of civility or refped. 

Fair fir, you fpit on me laft Wednefday 3 
You fpurn’d me fuch a day ; another time 
You call’d me dog ; and for thefe cqurtefies , 

I’ll lend you thus much money. Shakef. Merchant of Venice. 

Repofe you there, while I to the hard houfe 
Return, and force their fcanted courtefy. Shakefp. K. Lear. 
When I was laft at Exeter, 

The mayor in courtefy fhew’d me the caftle. Sbakef R. III. 

Sound all the lofty inftruments of war. 

And by that mufick let us all embrace ; 

For heav’n to earth fome of us never (hall 
A fecond time do fuch a courtefy. Shakefpeare' s Henry IV. 

Other ftates, affuredly, cannot be juftly accufed for not 
flaying for the firfl blow ; or for not accepting Polyphemus’s 
courtefy , to be the laft that {hall be eaten up. Bacon. 

3. The reverence made by women. 

Some country girl, fcarce to a court fy bred, 

Would I much rather than Cornelia wed ; 

Jf, fupercilious, haughty, proud and vain, 

She brought her father’s triumphs in her train. Dryd. Juven. 
The poor creature was as full of courtefies as if I had been 
her godmother : the truth on’t is, I endeavoured to make her 
look fomething Chriftian-like. Congreve's. Old Batchelor. 

4. A tenure, not of right, but by the favour of others ; as, to 
hold upon courtefy. 

5. Courtesy of England. A tenure by which, if a man marry 
an inheritance, that is, a woman feifed of land, and getteth 
a child of her that comes alive into the world, though both 
the child and his wife die forthwith ; yet, if (he were in pof- 
feffion, (hall he keep the land during his life, and is called 
tenant per legem Anglia , or by the courtefy of England. Cowel. 

To CoYrtesy. v. n. [from the noun.] 

1. To perform an act of reverence. 

Toby approaches, and court' fies there to me. Shakefpeare. 
The petty traffickers. 

That courtfy to them, do them reverence. Shakefpeare. 

2. To make a reverence in the manner of ladies. 

If I (hould meet her in my way, 

We hardly courtfy to each other. Prior. 

CoYrtier. n. f. [from court.'] 

1 . One that frequents or attends the courts of princes. 

He hath been a courtier , he fvvears. 

If any man doubts that, let him put me to my purgation. I 
have trod a meafure ; I have flattered a lady ; I have been 
politick with my friend, fmooth with mine enemy ; I have 
undone three taylors ; I have had four quarrels, and like to 
have fought one. Shakefpeare' s As you like it. 

You are a flattering boy ; now, I fee you’ll be a courtier . 

Shakefpeare' s Merry Wives of Windfor. 
You know I am no courtier , nor verfed in ftate-aftairs. Bac. 
The principal figure in a pidure, is like a king among his 
courtiers , who ought to dim the luftre of all his attendants. 

Dryden’s Dufrefnoy . 

2. One that courts or folicits the favour of another. 

What 

Made thee, all honour’d honeft Roman Brutus, 

With the arm’d reft, courtiers of beauteous freedom. 

To drench the capitol? Shakef. Anthony and Cleopatra. 

There was not among all our princes a greater courtier of 
the people than Richard the Illd. not out of fear, but 
wifdom. Sucking. 

Co Yr tine. See CURTAIN. 

Co'urtltke. adj. [court and like.] Elegant; polite. 

Our Englifh tongue is, I will not fay as facred as the He- 
brew, or as learned as the Greek, but as fluent as the Latin, 
as courteous as the Spanifh, as courtUkc as the French, and as 
amorous as the Italian. Camden's Remains. 

Co urtliness, n.f [from courtly.] Elegance of manners ; 

grace of mien ; complaifance ; civility. - . 

CoYrtly. adj, [from court.] Relating or retaining to the 

court; elegant; foft ; flattering. 

In our own time, (excufe fome courtly n rains) 

No whiter page than Addifon’s remains. Pope's Ep. of Hor. 
CoYrtly. adv. ~ In the manner of courts; elegantly. _ 

Thev can produce nothing fo courtly writ, or which ex- 
prefles fo much the converfation of a gentleman, as fir John 
Suckling. Dryden on Dramatick Poetry. 

CoYrtship. n.f. [from court.] 

1, The ad of foliciting favour. 

He paid his courtfhip with the croud. 

As far as modeft pride allow’d. ^zvift. 


c o w 

2. The folicitation of a woman to marriage. 

Be merry, and employ your chiefeft thoughts 
To courtfhip , and fuch fair oftents of love. 

As fhall conveniently become you there. Shak. March, of V £ y> 

In tedious courtfhip we declare our pain, 

And e’re we kindnefs find, firft meet difdain. Dryd. bid. Etnb 
Every man in the time of courtfhip , and in the firft entrance 
of marriage, puts on a behaviour like my correfpondent’s holi- 
day Yit. Add fori s Guardian, N°. 1 j •? 

3. Civility ; elegance of manners. ^ 

My courtfnip to an univerfity. 

My modefty I give to foldiers bare; 

My patience to a gamefter’s {hare. Donne 

CO'USIN. n.J. [< coufin , Fr. confanguintus , Lat.] Anyone col- 
laterally related more remotely than a brother or lifter. 

Macbeth unfeam’d him from the nape to th’ chops, 

And fix’d his head upon our battlements. 

— Oh, valiant coufin / worthy gentleman. Shakef. Macbeth. 

Tybalt, my coufin ! O, my brother’s child ! 

Unhappy fight ! alas, the blood is fpill’d 

Of my dear kinfman. Shakefpeare' s Romeo and Juliet. 

Thou art, great lord, my father’s fifter’s fon. 

And coufin german to great Priam’s feed. Sh. Troll. andCreff. 

2. A title given by the king to a nobleman, particularly to thofc 
of the council. 

COW. n.f [in the plural, anciently kine, or keen, now com- 
monly cows', cu. Sax. hoe. Hutch.] The female of the bull; 
the horned animal with cloven feet, kept for her milk and 
calves. 

We fee that the horns of oxen and cows, for the moft part, 
are larger than the bulls; which is caufed by abundance of 
moifture, which in the horns of the bull faileth. Bacon. 

After the fever is diminifhed, afles and goats milk may be 
neceffary ; yea, a diet of cows milk alone. Wifeman's Surgery. 

Then, leaving in the fields his grazing cows , 

He fought himfelf fome hofpitable houfe : 

Good Creton entertain’d his godlike gueft. Dryden' s Fables. 

To Cow. v. a. [from coward, by contraction.] To deprefs 
with fear ; to opprefs with habitual timidity. 

Macduff was from his mother’s womb 
Untimely ripp’d. 

Accurfed be that tongue that tells me fo ; 

For it hath coin'd my better part of man. Shakefp. Macbeth. 
By reafon of their frequent revolts they have drawn upon 
themfelves the preftiires of war fo often, that it feems to have 
fomewhat cowed their fpirits. Howel's V ocal Foref . 

For when men by their wives are cow'd. 

Their horns of courfe are underftood. Hudibras , p.W.c.i. 

Cow-herd, n.f [cow and hyyb, Sax. a keeper.] One whofe 
occupation is to tend cows. 

Cow-house, n.f [cow and houfe. ] The houfe in which kine 
are kept. 

You muft houfe your milch-cows, that you give hay to in 
your cow-houfe all night. Mortimer. 

Cow-leech, n.f [cow and leech.] One who profefles to 
cure diftempered cows. 

To Cow-leech, v. n. To profefs to cure cows. 

Though there are many pretenders to the art of farriering 
and cow-leeching , yet many of them are very ignorant, efpe- 
ci ally in the country. Mortimer s Husbandry. 

Cow-weed. n.f. [cow and weed.] A fpecies of chervil; which 
fee. 

Cow-wheat, n. f. [fromcow and wheat.] 

The leaves of this plant grow oppofite by pairs: the flower 
confifts of one leaf ; is of an anomalous figure, and di- 
vided into two lips, the uppermoft of which has a fpui, but 
the under one is intire: the fruit is round, and divided into 
two cells, containing feeds refembling grains of wheat. T is 
plant is very common in woods, and fhady places. Mila. 
CO' WARD, n.f [couard, Fr. of uncertain derivation.] 

1. A poltron ; a wretch whofe predominant paffion is tear. 
Pyrocles- did fuch wonders, beyond belief, as was able i0 

lead Mufidorus to courage, though he had been born a 

coward. Sidney, b. u. 

There was a foldier that vaunted, before Julius .Cae»ar, 0 

the hurts he had received in his face. Caefar knowing him t0 

be but a coward, told him, You were beft take bee , nex 

time you run away, how you look back Bacon, Apophth. 1 

Some are brave one day, and cowards another, as S rca ^ ca f 

tains have often told me, from their own experience an 0 
, Temple. 

lervation. . ' 

A coward does not always efqipe with difgrace, but 0 

times alfo helofes his life. °' U ' 

What can ennoble fots, and flaves, and awards . ^ 

Alas ! not all the blood of all the Howards. °t 

Tremble ye not, Oh friends ! and cowards fly> ^ ~ 

Doom’d by the ftern Telemachus to die ! PoptsUty'V’ 

2. It is fometimes ufed in the manner of an adjedive* 

Having more man than wit about me, I drew; 

And rais’d the houfe with loud and coward cries, baaxejl 1 


Invading fears repel my coward joy. 

And ills for efeen the prefent blifs deftroy. 


prior- 

Co'WARBlCS’ 
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Co'wA rdice. n.f. [from coward.] Fear; habitual timidity; 

pufillanimity y want of courage. 

Certes, fir knight, ye been too much to blame. 

Thus for to blot the honour of the dead ; 

And with foul cowardice his carcafe fhame, 

Whofe living hands immortaliz’d his name. Fairy Queen. 
Gallant and fearlefs courage will turn into a native and 

heroick valour, and make them hate the cowardice of doing 

Mi 'ton on Education. 

wrong. . . _ 

None was difgrac’d ; for falling is no lhame. 

And cowardice alone is lofs oi fame ; 

The vent’rous knight is from the faddle thrown. 

But ’tis the fault of fortune, not his own. Dryden' s Fables. 
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This great, this holy, this terrible Being, is prefent to all 
affebtions ; fees every treacherous inclination of our heart 

m . 1 C* ^ / 1 I "X /% T f t" m \ O 


r aitections ; ices, evu y uwuilwu, — -- - 

to defert his fervice ; and treasures up, againft the day of his 
wrath, the fecret cowardice which deters us from aflerting his 
caufe, which prevails on us to compliment the vices of the 
great, to applaud the libertine, and laugh with the prophane. 

& Rogers, Sermon 4. 

Co'wardliness. n.f [from cowardly.] Timidity; cowardice. 

Co'waRDLy. adj. [from coward.] 

1. Fearful; timorous; pufillanimous. 

An Egyptian foothfayer made Antonius believe that his 
genius, otherwife brave and confident, was in the prefence of 
Odavius poor and cowdrdly. Bacon s Natural Hifiory, N°. 94O. 

Let all fuch as can enlarge their confciences like hell, and 
ftyle a cowardly i ilence in Chrift’s caufe diferetion, know, that 
Chrift will one day fcorn them. South's Sermons . 

2 . Mean; befitting a coward. 

1 do find it cowardly , and vile, 

For fear of wbat might fall, fo to prevent 

The time of life. Shakefpeare' s Julius Ctefar. 

Co'wardly. adv. In the manner of a coward; meanly; 
vilely. 

He fharply reproved them as men of no courage, who had 
moft cowardly turned their backs upon their enemies. Knolles. 

Co'wardship. n.f [from coward.] The charadler or quali- 
ties of a coward ; meannefs : a word not now in ufe. 

A very difhoneft paltry boy, and more a coward than a 
hare : his difhonefty appears in leaving his friend here in ne- 
ceffity, and denying him ; and for his cowardjhip , alk Fabian. 

Shakefpeare' s Twelfth Night. 

To Co'wer. v. n. [cwrrian, Welfh ; courber, Fr. or perhaps 
borrowed from the manner in which a cow finks on her knees.] 
To fink by bending the knees ; to ftoop ; to fhrink. 

Let the pail be put over the man’s head above water, and 
then he cower down, and the pail be preffed down with him. 

Bacon's Natural Hifiory , N°. 155. 

The fplitting rocks cower'd in the finking fands, 

And would not dafli me with their ragged iides. Shakefpeare. 

As thus he fpake, each bird and beaft beheld, 
Approaching two and two ; thefe cow' ring low 
With blandifhment, each bird {loop’d on his wing. Milton. 

Our dame fits cow ring o’er a kitchen fire ; 

I draw frefti air, and nature’s works admire. Dryden' s Fables. 

Co'wish. adj. [from To cow, to awe.] Timorous; fearful; 
mean ; pufillanimous ; cowardly. 

It is the cowifh terrour of his fpirit. 

That dares not undertake : he’ll not feel wrongs 
Which tie him to an anfwer. Shakefpeare' s King Lear. 

Co'wkeeper. n. f [cow and keeper.] One whofe bufinels is 
to keep cows. 

The terms cowkeeper and hogherd, are not to be ufed in 
our poetry; but there are no finer words in the Greek lan- 

g^§ e - „ , Broom's Notes on the Odyffey . 

COWL. n. f. [cujle, Saxon; cucullus, Latin.] 

1. A monk’s hood. 

You may imagine that Francis Cornfield did fcratch his 
elbow, when he had fweetly invented, to fignify his name, 
faint Francis with his friery cowl in a cornfield! Camden's Rein. 

What differ more, you cry, than crown and cowl ? 

I’ll tel1 y° u > friend, a wife man and a fool. Pope's Effays. 

2 . A veffel in which water is carried on a pole between two. 

Cowl-state, n.f. [cowl tm&faff.] The ftaff on which a 

veliel is fupported between two men. 

Mounting him upon a cowl-flaff. \ 

"Which (toffinghim fomething hUh) 

He apprehended to be Pegafus. ° Sucklmr. 

1 he way by a cowl- ftaff is fafer : the ftaff muft have a 
bunch m the middle, fomewhat wedge- like, and covered with 
a lott bollter. li/'f 

o'wsup. n.f [cuylippe, Sax. as fome think, from their^re- 
(emblance ot feent to the breath of a cow; perhaps from 

g! owing much in pafture-grounds, and often meeting the 
cow s lip.] 

iS - alf0 f C D lled Pagi1, gr ° WS Wild in the meadows, 
and is a fpecies of Primrose, which fee. Miller 

He might as well fay, that a couffp is as white 


lily. 


Where the bee fucks, there fuck I : 

» o z.-., n 1 iJ 1 n t i. ' 


as a 


Sidney. 
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Thy little Tons 

Permit to range the pallures : gladly they 

Will mow the cowffip pofies, faintly fweet. . N 

Cows-luncwort. n.f. See Mullen, of which 

CoYcomb. n. f. [cock and comb, corrupted from cock's comb.] 

1. The top of the head. , , , 

As the cockney did to the eels, when fhe put them 1 the 
pafty alive; ffie rapt them o’ th’ coxcombs with a ftick, and 
cried down, wantons, down. SI akefp care's King Lear. 

2. The comb refembling that of a cock, which licenfed fools 

wore formerly in their caps. . - , 

There take mv coxcomb : why, this fellow has bamfhed two 
of his daughters," and did the third a bleffing againll his will : 
if thou follow him, thou muft needs wear my coxcomb. Shakef. 

3. A fop; a fuperficial pretender to knowledge or accomplifh- 

ments. 

I fent to her. 

By this fame coxcomb that we have i’ th’ wind, 

Tokens and letters, which {he did refend. Shakefpeare. 

I fcorn, quoth {he, thou coxcomb filly. 

Quarter or council from a foe. Hudibras , p. i. cant iii. 

It is a vanity common in the world, for every pretending 
coxcomb to make himfelf one of the party ftill with his betters. 

L’ Ef range, table 135. 
They overflowed with fmart repartees, and were only dif- 
tinguiftied from the intended wits by being called coxcombs , 
though they deferved not (o fcandalous a name. Dryd. Dufref 
Some are bewilder’d in the maze of fchools, 

And fome made coxcombs , nature meant but fools. Pope. 

Coxco'mical. adj. [from coxcomb.] Foppifh; conceited: 2 
low word unworthy of ufe. 

Becaufe, as he was a very natural writer, and they were 
without prejudice, without prepoffeffion, without affectation, 
and without the influence of coxcomical, fenfelefs cabal, they 
were at liberty to receive the impreffions which things natural- 
ly made on their minds. Dennis. 

COY. adj. [coi, French, from quietus, Latin.] 

Modeff ; decent. 

Jafon is as coy as is a maide; 

Pie loked piteoufly, but naught he faid. Chaucer. 

Referved ; not acceffible; not eafily condefcending to fami- 
liarity. 

And vain delight Ihe faw he light did pafsj 
A foe of folly and immodefl: toy ; 

Still folemn fad, or ftill difdainful coy. Fairy Queen, b. ii a 
Like Phoebus fung the no lefs am’rous boy ; 

Like Daphne fhe, as lovely and as coy. Waller. 

At this leafon every fmile of the fun, like the frnile of a coy 
lady, is as dear as it is uncommon. Pope. 

To Co y. v. n. [from the adjedlive.] 

1. To behave with referve; to rejedl familiarity. 

What, coying it again ! 

No more ; but make me happy to my gull, 

'I hat is, without your ftruggling. Dryden' s King Arthur , 

Retire! I beg you, leave me. 

Thus to coy it ! 

With one who knows you too ! Rowe's Jane 


1. 


2 . 


or 

0/ 


ere. 


2 . 


In a coiuffp's bell 1 lie! 
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Shakefpeare' s Tempcf. 


To make difficulty ; not to condefcend willingly. 

If he coy d 

To hear Comini us fpeak. I’ll keep at home. Shak. Coriolan. 
Co'yly. adv. [irom coy.] With referve; with difinclination to 
familiarity. 

This faid ; his hand he coyly fnatcht away 
From forth Antinous’ hand. Chapman's Odyffey , h. ii. 

Co yn ess. n. f [irom coy.] Referve ; unwillingnefs to become 
familiar. 

When the fun hath warmed the earth and water, three or 
four male carps will follow a female ; and {he putting on a 
feeming coynefs, they force her through weeds and flags. ^Walton* 
When the kind nymph would coynefs feign, 

^ And hides but to be found again. " Dryden . 

Co'ystrel. n.f A fpecies of degenerate hawk. 

One they might truft, their common wrongs to wreak : 
The mufquet and the coyftrel were too weak, 

Too fierce the falcon. ' Dryden' s Hind and Panther. 

Coz. n.f. A cant or familiar word, contracted from coufin. 

Be merry, c % ; fince fudden forrow 

re fay thus ’ fomc S° od thin g comes to-morrow. Shak. 

1 o LU'ZLN. v. a. [To coje is in the old Scotch dialed, as Junius 
obierves, to chop or change ; whence cozen, to cheat, becaufe 
111 fuch traffick there is commonly fraud.] To cheat • to 
trick ; to defraud. 

Let the queen pay never fo fully, let the mufter-mafter 
view them never fo diligently, let the deputy or general look 
to them never fo exaftly, yet thev can tozm'them all. Suffer 
Lronng loved no man fo well but that he would cozen him! 
and then expofe him to publick mirth for having been cozen'd. 

nr ?n la fu , a g° ve ™nient to be abufed by careleffnefs or 

cor S - m‘rl d fT thn ° wlth him that malicioully and 

corruptly Co ts hunfelt to cozen it. L'Ejhange, Fab. Re flea. 
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